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kindy guide
For children 
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 Finding the right Kindy
 Kindy visits and interviews
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 Your Kindy Checklist
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What activities will they be 

engaging in?

Is the outdoor  

environment inviting?Is the centre clean?

19

Anything else?

Yes No

National quality framework ratings displayed on wall?

Sheet Lunch Water bottle Nappies

Safety and education signage displayed on wall?
The service’s educational program displayed on wall?

What should I provide?

Ask your child what they like and don’t like about the centre:

 

What are the operating hours?

What should I provide?  

(Sheets, lunch, water bottle, 

nappies, etc.)

Is the centre culturally respectful 

and welcoming?

 
 

What is 
Kindergarten (kindy)?
The attributes and skills that 

children develop at a quality k
indy 

can set them up for success at 
school and in life!

Kindergarten (kindy) is for children who turn 4 by 30 June in the year before they start school.

     Kindy is a play based
learning program for children 

in the year before school.

At kindy, kids learn through play 
and other fun and enriching 

activities from a qualified Early 
Childhood Teacher.

          Kids learn about 
themselves and others, make 

friends and grow in confidence. 

They also develop the building 
blocks for early literacy and 

numeracy and important 
social and emotional skills. 

          A quality kindy                 
                     is one that meet the     
                    Australian standards 

and feels right for your family.

Kindy Kids are going places!

Welcome

Check out www.theearlyyears.com.au for 
more information, local contacts, useful 

links, videos and activity sheets.

What is

  Kindergarten?
This Kindy Guide belongs to:

Lets get off to a flying 
start with some colouring!

http://www.theearlyyears.com.au
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How to make the most of

See why kindy can be more 
important than you think!

There are lots of good reasons why  
kindy can be great for your child.  

We’ve listed a few on pages 6 and 7.

Find the best kindy for your child.
There’s plenty of choice when it comes to kindy. 
Page 8 explains what to look for to find the best 

place for you child.

Visiting a kindy, come prepared.
Filling in your details before you visit a kindy will 

make the whole process easier. See page 18.

7

2

Need more help?
You’ll find more resources and frequently 

asked questions on pages 16 and 17.

6

Kindy not only gets your child ready for school but for life 
after school as well. This guide outlines everything you’ll 
need to enrol your child in kindy and get their education 
off to a flying start. 

this guide

1

What to do when you 
visit a kindy.

There’s a list of all the things 
to look for on page 10.

See what subsidy or benefits you are 
eligible for. There’s a guide on page 12.

List some kindies near you.
There are some websites to help, and 
space for you to list your local kindies 

on pages 14 and 15.

Take notes...
...in case you have questions 
or want to remember things.
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Name of kindy #1:

Date of visit:
Name of the person you spoke to:

What to ask:

Can I visit my child during the day?
If your child has special developmental needs, how 
is the kindy able to be supportive for him/her? 

How will you get there? 

How does the centre meet or is working to meet the National Quality Framework?

What are the operating hours?

My questions? 

Kindy visitChecklist

Anything else?

What to look for?

Most importantly:

National Quality Framework ratings displayed on wall?Safety and education signage displayed on wall?The centre’s educational program displayed on wall?Did you get all your questions answered?
If no, what do you still need to find out? 

What does my child bring?Sheet Lunch Water bottle Nappies Hat Spare change of clothes

Ask your child what they like and don’t like about the centre:

No.1

✔ ✘

Do you feel 
welcome?

Is the centre 
clean? Is the outdoor  environment inviting? Is the centre culturally respectful and welcoming?

What do you think?

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

Do the educators take time to speak with you and your child?
✔ ✘

✔ ✘

Are educators engaging with children  in a warm way?

19

My questions: 

Anything else?

What to look for?

Most importantly:

National Quality Framework ratings displayed on wall?Safety and Evacuation signage displayed on wall?The centre’s educational program displayed on wall?Did you get all your questions answered?
If no, what do you still need to find out? 

What should my child bring?Sheet Lunch Water bottle Nappies Hat Spare/change of clothes

Ask your child what they think about the centre:

✔ ✘

18

Name of kindy #1:

Date of visit:
Name of the person you spoke to:

Some questions:

If my child has special developmental, health or other  
needs, how is the kindy able to be supportive for him/her? 

How will you get there? 

What is your centre’s quality rating?

What are the operating hours?

Kindy visitChecklist No.1

Do you feel 
welcome?

Is the centre 
clean? Is the outdoor  environment inviting?

What do you think?

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

Does the centre cater to your child’s interests?
✔ ✘

✔ ✘

Are educators engaging with children  in a warm way?

Is the centre culturally respectful and welcoming?

8
Use your checklist.

We’ve produced some checklists to help you 
ask all the right questions. They’re in this 
guide to help you when you visit a kindy.  

See pages 21 and 22.
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  Why is Kindy

  important? 
Kindy will never replace the 
love and care we give our little 
ones at home but kindy really is 
a great place to get them ready 
for school and life after school. 
Here’s a few reasons why.

They are learning social skills 
like sharing, co-operation and 

listening in group settings.

They learn to ask the 
teacher questions.

They are encouraged to  
make decisions for themselves  

and with friends.

They learn about  
other cultures and people.

Skills we’ll need for  Prep next year.
I’m learning

  

to work it ou
t 

for myself.

It’s the start of planned learning  for Prep.

So we feel like  

we belong when we 

get to schoo
l.

They gain the confidence  
to make new friends.

They learn valuable 
listening skills.

And make up new 
games together.

And begin to understand and follow directions.

Kindy helps them  
problem solve.

Research has show
n that kindy 

gets them ready for life  

after school too!

Sometimes that’s as simple as learning to tie your shoes.

They learn to ask for help.

So we learn as we go.



Whether you choose a kindergarten or a  
Long Daycare Centre, look for the tick.

Not all kindy programs happen in a kindy.
Kindergartens and Long Daycare Centres are different but most Long Daycare Centres 
have Approved Kindergarten Programs which must be delivered by a qualified early 
childhood teacher.

8 9

What’s an approved

kindy?
Look for an Approved Kindergarten Program
Children turning four by June 30, each year, 
are eligible and encouraged to attend a quality 
kindergarten before they go off to big school. 

They’ll learn a whole lot of things that get them  
ready for school. But it’s important to be sure your 
child is attending a venue offering an Approved 
Kindergarten Program.

Approved Kindergarten Programs are play-based 
learning programs delivered by qualified early 
childhood teachers, who work to an approved plan for 
educating children and getting them ready for school. 

Approved Kindergarten Programs are delivered for  
15 hours a week, 40 weeks of the year, and meet  
a whole lot of government requirements. 

Look for 
the tick. 15 hours 

a week.

Play-based 

learning 
 

for fun.

Qualified earl
y 

childho
od 

teache
rs.

40 weeks a year.

Approved  
educational plan.

Meet a v
ariety 

of gove
rnment 

require
ments. The National Quality Framework

To improve the quality of early childhood education 
and care services in Australia, the National Quality 
Framework sets standards around:

• the number of staff and their qualifications

• ensuring children’s health and safety

• services space and layout, and

•  the quality of developmental and learning 
experiences for children.

Services are rated according to these criteria so ask 
your kindy or Long Daycare Centre how they rate.

Kindergarten
Kindergartens offer 15 hours of education a week, 
40 weeks of the year that usually fit in with state 
school terms.

Children usually attend a five-day fortnight  
or two long days a week.

A five-day fortnight might be from 8.30am  
- 2.30pm on Monday and Tuesday the first  
week and Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday  
the second week. An example of two long days  
would be 8.30am – 4.00pm Monday and Tuesday.

A child can go to kindy if they turn 4 by June 30  
in the year they attend.

Long Daycare Centres 
Long Daycare Centres provide education and  
care for children from birth to five years for up  
to 12 hours a day, Monday to Friday.

Age groups can vary from centre to centre and 
children are often grouped together according  
to their age or development stage. This can help 
them make the most of learning.

Operating hours can be different from one centre 
to another, but generally they open from 6.30am  
– 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, 52 weeks a year.
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Come      

Prepared 

First Name

Make the most of your visit by bringing all the 

information your kindy will need. Fill in these gaps 

for a quicker, more productive - and fun - visit.

Surname

Male Female

Parent

Parent

Carer

Carer

Guardian

Guardian

Your child’s name

Child’s parents, carers or guard
ians

Important contact information

#1 First Name

#2 First Name

 Surname

 Surname

 Phone No.

 Phone No.

Child’s Address

Dietary Requirements / Allergies / Medical Conditions

Language spoken at home

Other relevant information

✔ ✘

What to bring?

Proof of date of birth - birth certificate or visa

Health and immunisation status - printed summary from Medicare

Details of any Court Orders, parenting orders or parenting plans

Your child and parent Centrelink Customer Reference Number (CRN)

Cultural background information

Can do  
pick upCan make  

medical decisionsEmergency  
contact

#1 Name

 Phone No.

 Relationship with child

Take a photo of this page once you have filled in all the 

details, so you have it on your phone in case you need it.

Can do  
pick upCan make  

medical decisionsEmergency  
contact

#2 Name

 Phone No.

 Relationship with child

Can do  
pick upCan make  

medical decisionsEmergency  
contact

#3 Name

 Phone No.

 Relationship with child

Find the right kindy

for you

Do you feel welcome? Are educators engaging with 
children in a warm way?

Fill out the Come Prepared section in this guide,  
and use your Checklist!

Do the educators take time to 
speak with you and your child?

Before you sign 
up, 

visit the centre
  

with your child.

When visiting a centre,  you should see on display: • Quality ratings 
• Safety and evacuation signs•  The centre’s educational program

18

Name of kindy #1:

Date of visit:
Name of the person you spoke to:

Some questions:

If my child has special developmental, health or other  
needs, how is the kindy able to be supportive for him/her? 

How will you get there? 

What is your centre’s quality rating?

What are the operating hours?

Kindy visitChecklist No.1

Do you feel 
welcome?

Is the centre 
clean? Is the outdoor  environment inviting?

What do you think?

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

✔ ✘

Does the centre cater to your child’s interests?
✔ ✘

✔ ✘

Are educators engaging with children  in a warm way?

Is the centre culturally respectful and welcoming?

Is the outdoor  
environment inviting?

Is the centre clean? What are the operating hours?

What should I provide?  
(Sheets, lunch, water bottle, 

nappies, hat, spare clothes etc.)

Is the centre culturally respectful 
and welcoming?

Ask educators about the centre’s 
National Quality Framework rating.

Most importantly - 

ask your child what 

they think about
  

the centre.

What activities will they be 
engaging in?

For other tips to help 
prepare for prep visit 

www.theearlyyears.com.au

http://www.theearlyyears.com.au
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Other cost-reducing options
Queensland Government benefits

QKFS Plus Kindy Support
QKFS Plus Kindy Support is available to eligible families with a child 
enrolled in an approved kindergarten program.

The subsidy is provided directly to your service providers which can be, 
at their discretion, used to reduce your out of pocket expenses (your 
provider must be an approved kindergarten program provider).

The costs

explained The good news is there are ways to lower the cost of attending kindy.

What will kindy cost? Maybe not as much as you think.
Kindy fees vary depending on the centre so it’s important to contact your local kindy for details on their fee structure. 
The good news is there are ways to lower the cost of attending kindy. 

Are parents, a child or a foster family with a 
current Australian Government Health Care 

Card or other approved concession.

Identify as being Aboriginal  
or Torres Strait Islander  

(or have a child who does).

Have three or more children,  
of the same age, enrolled  

in the same year.

Low or no-cost kindy is provided to eligible families who: Australian Government benefits

Child Care Subsidy
The Child Care Subsidy will be paid directly to your 
approved child care providers to reduce the fees you pay. 
The Child Care Subsidy replaced the two previous child 
care payments (benefit and rebate). To learn more about 
the subsidy, please visit Australian Government Child Care 
Package for families www.dese.gov.au.

You will be eligible if you:

• hold a current Australian Government Health Care Card (or have a child who does) 
• are a foster family with a current Australian Government Health Care Card 
• hold a Department of Veterans’ Affairs Gold Card, a White Card or a Pensioner Concession Card 
• identify as being Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander (or have a child who does) 
• have 3 or more children, of the same age, enrolled in the same year.

The subsidy can be claimed once only, even if you meet multiple criteria.

Contact your service provider for more information.

To check your eligibility and 
find out more information, pop 
into your local Centrelink or 
kindy,  or visit the Services 
Australia website at  
www.servicesaustralia.gov.au

Is your child immunised?
Your child must be fully immunised, on a catch-up 
immunisation schedule according to the current Australian 
Immunisation Handbook or have a valid exemption at 
the time you make your very first claim for a Child Care 
Benefit. Visit bit.ly/2zx7HEA or drop into Woodridge 
Centrelink for details.

Additional Child Care Subsidy
The Additional Child Care Subsidy is a top up payment in addition to the Child Care 
Subsidy and provides additional assistance to families and children facing barriers 
in accessing child care. The Additional Child Care Subsidy has four elements:

• Child Wellbeing
• Grandparents
• Temporary Financial Hardship
• Transition to Work

You can find more helpful info  
by visiting www.theearlyyears.com.au

http://www.dese.gov.au
http://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au
http://bit.ly/2zx7HEA
http://www.theearlyyears.com.au
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Logan has too many kindies to 
list here, but you will find them 
all at these websites. 

My local kindies:

Find a kindy
    near you 

Address:

Address:

Phone Number:

Phone Number:

Kindy Name:

Kindy Name:

Visit Early Years Count 
at bit.ly/2gz5SiE

Visit Starting  
Blocks at bit.ly/2jrehp8

or the mychild website 
at mychild.gov.au

        Another great website: 
deadlykindies.com.au

Copy down the ones close to 
you, for when you are ready to 
make an appointment for a visit.

Address:

Phone Number:

Kindy Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Kindy Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Kindy Name:

http://bit.ly/2gz5SiE
http://mychild.gov.au
http://mychild.gov.au


Logan’s Kindy
Champions can be found

at these locations:

16 17

   Need more help? Talk to 

  these people 

Woodridge State School Hub 
Cnr of Railway Pde & Flinders St, 
Woodridge 
Ph: 3440 2333

Woodridge North  
State School Hub 
Arthur St, Woodridge 
Ph: 3380 6333

St Paul’s Catholic  
Primary School Hub 
3 St Paul’s Dr, Woodridge 
Ph: 3208 2868

Refugee & Asylum Seeker  
Early Childhood Program 
The ACCESS Gateway,91 Wembley Rd,  
Logan Central  Ph: 3412 8222

Marsden State School Hub 
32 Hickory St, Marsden 
Ph: 3489 9333

St Francis College Hub 
64 Julie St, Crestmead 
Ph: 3489 4800

The Family Place 
35A North Rd, Woodridge 
Ph: 3208 1263 

Speak with an Early Years Champion: 
earlyyearschampions@logantogether.org.au
Ph: 0458 817 724

Here is a great website for  
finding a kindy bit.ly/2jrehp8

Visit this site for costs and 
rebates bit.ly/2iK4tqM

For more info on giving them their best 
start visit: raisingchildren.netnet.au

AQs
Q:  Mums with separation anxiety, how have you sent 

your kids off to child care/kindy? What are 
some things you have done to prepare yourself?

Online kindy questions from parents just like you,  
and some advice from local early educators.

Q:  My son goes to kindy and they are strict about what 
they eat so I sent him with a healthy muesli bar and he 
said he isn’t allowed it. Yet they allow chicken crimpy 
shapes. I’m confused!

A:  Generally, for safety reasons related to allergies, any nut 
products will be banned from kindies so maybe the muesli bar  
had some nuts in it. Talk to your centre about your child’s needs, 
and what a great lunchbox looks like.

Your child can sense if you are worried or anxious,  
so staying calm and relaxed in the mornings is important  
There are heaps of tips. Ask your kindy for some.

A:  Mums n’ Bubs - Logan Facebook page is a great place to get 
parent-to-parent advice. Join up and talk to a network of 
thousands of local mums. 

    And remember, there’s no substitute for seeing for yourself, 
so follow the tips in this guide and get out to a couple of 
centres to see what feels right for your family.

Q:  Any recommendations for kindy 
and childcare in my area?

A: 

Kingston East 
Neighbourhood Group 
177 Meakin Rd, Kingston East 
Ph: 3808 1684

Village Connect 
Unit 13/390, Kingston Rd 
Market Town Slacks Creek 
Ph: 3208 8412

Browns Plains  
Early Years Centre 
Cnr Wineglass Dr & Middle Rd,  
Hillcrest Ph: 3386 9000

Eagleby Neighbourhood Centre 
94-112 Fryar Rd, Eagleby 
Ph: 3151 6132

Aboriginal & Torres Strait  
Islander Community Health Service  
(Child & Family Centre) 
6 Glenda St, Waterford West 
Ph: 3239 5381

Beenleigh Family Centre 
3 Elizabeth St, Beenleigh 
Ph: 3801 8056

http://earlyyearschampions@logantogether.org.au
http://bit.ly/2jrehp8
http://bit.ly/2iK4tqM
http://raisingchildren.netnet.au
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Come      Prepared 
First Name

Make the most of your visit by bringing all the 
information your kindy will need. Fill in these gaps 

for a quicker, more productive - and fun - visit.

Surname

Male Female

Parent

Parent

Carer

Carer

Guardian

Guardian

Your child’s name

Child’s parents, carers or guardians
#1 First Name

#2 First Name

 Surname

 Surname

 Phone No.

 Phone No.

Child’s Address

Dietary Requirements / Allergies / Medical Conditions

Important contact information

Language spoken at home

Other relevant information

✔ ✘What to bring?
Proof of date of birth - birth certificate or visa

Health and immunisation status - printed summary from Medicare

Details of any Court Orders, parenting orders or parenting plans

Your child and parent Centrelink Customer Reference Numbers (CRN)

Cultural background information

Can do  
pick up

Can make  
medical decisions

Emergency  
contact

#1 Name

 Phone No.

 Relationship with child

Take a photo of this page once you have filled in all the 
details, so you have it on your phone in case you need it.

Can do  
pick up

Can make  
medical decisions

Emergency  
contact

#2 Name

 Phone No.

 Relationship with child

Can do  
pick up

Can make  
medical decisions

Emergency  
contact

#3 Name

 Phone No.

 Relationship with child
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Name of kindy #1:

Date of visit: Name of the person you spoke to:

Some questions:

If my child has special developmental, health or other  
needs, how is the kindy able to be supportive for him/her? 

How will you get there? 

What is your centre’s quality rating?

What are the operating hours?

Kindy visit

Checklist
No.1

Do you feel 
welcome?

Is the centre 
clean?

Is the outdoor  
environment inviting?

What do you think?

✔ ✘

✔ ✘ ✔ ✘ ✔ ✘

Does the centre 
cater to your child’s 

interests?
✔ ✘ ✔ ✘

Are educators engaging 
with children  

in a warm way?

Is the centre 
culturally respectful 

and welcoming?

My questions: 

Anything else?

What to look for?

Most importantly:

National Quality Framework ratings displayed on wall?

Safety and Evacuation signage displayed on wall?

The centre’s educational program displayed on wall?

Did you get all your questions answered?

If no, what do you still need to find out? 

What should my child bring?
Sheet Lunch Water bottle Nappies Hat Spare/change of clothes

Ask your child what they think about the centre:

✔ ✘
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Kindy visit

Checklist
No.2

My questions: 

Anything else?

What to look for?

Most importantly:

National Quality Framework ratings displayed on wall?

Safety and Evacuation signage displayed on wall?

The centre’s educational program displayed on wall?

Did you get all your questions answered?

If no, what do you still need to find out? 

What should my child bring?
Sheet Lunch Water bottle Nappies Hat Spare/change of clothes

Ask your child what they like and don’t like about the centre:

✔ ✘

Name of kindy #2:

Date of visit: Name of the person you spoke to:

If my child has special developmental, health or other  
needs, how is the kindy able to be supportive for him/her? 

How will you get there? 

What is your centre’s quality rating?

What are the operating hours?

Do you feel 
welcome?

Is the centre 
clean?

Is the outdoor  
environment inviting?

✔ ✘

✔ ✘ ✔ ✘ ✔ ✘

Does the centre 
cater to your child’s 

interests?
✔ ✘ ✔ ✘

Are educators engaging 
with children  

in a warm way?

Is the centre 
culturally respectful 

and welcoming?
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I can play with others  
and make friends

I can blow my nose

I can listen and talk

I can wash my hands

I try to answer questions I know some colours

I can say goodbye I can go to the toilet by myself

I can enjoy stories

I am starting to use scissors I can understand  
and follow directions

I know some numbers

I can find my nameI can use a pencil

I can ask for help I can eat a healthy lunch without help

I can shareI can put my shoes and 
socks on

I know some shapes

I can sit at group time

Remember, kindy helps get 
them ready for Big School  

in all kinds of ways.
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All about 

                 Me! 
I like to eat:

My favourite things to do are:

My favourite animal is:

3 words that describe me:

My family:

Sometimes I get scared by:

My name is:

My favourite books are:

Tell us 
about your favourite things

Draw a picture of your face!



theearlyyears.com.au
For more information visit


